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Looking Back and Looking Ahead

As I approach retirement, I can’t help but looking back and see all the unexpected twists and
turns

e that I never could have foreseen

e that have become such great blessings for me.

As Assignment Day approached in the spring of 1982, I dreamed of being called to a nice, cushy
suburban congregation. When I heard that I had received a call to Central Africa, I
experienced for the first time in my life my jaw dropping to the ground. I wasn’t excited. I was
scared! Because I couldn’t think of a good reason to decline the call, I accepted — hardly the
epidemy of willing service.

In those days, most missionaries only stayed in Africa for three years. But when three years
were finished, we weren’t ready to leave. Zambia was now home. Another five years went by.
The Lord blessed us with three children, and Sue was pregnant a fourth time when we were
asked to move to Malawi. We accepted that redeployment...and the very next day we found out
that Sue was infanticipating...twins. That was the second time I felt my jaw drop to the
ground. Thirteen more years went by. We started sending our kids to Luther Prep School in
Watertown for high school.

As the mission field was shrinking in the aftermath of the economic downturn following 9/11, I
decided it was time to return to the USA and do what I trained for — become a pastor. But,
unlike today, there weren’t many vacancies. Eventually we did receive a call to Immanuel in La
Crosse, following in the footsteps of a legend there. Again, it was a little scary, but it all came
together.

Then in 2012, I was called to serve as a missionary in India. Maybe I had learned from the
past, but my jaw didn’t drop to the ground at that point. We accepted that call, even through
the work and the living conditions were not so great, and we pretty much figured that would be
where we would serve until retirement.



That all changed in 2018 when I was told by the Indian government that I would not be allowed
to return to India. Lots of things happened over the next eight months. I wasn’t ready to
retire, but even though there were plenty of vacancies, no calls came my way. Eventually First
called. Then Covid came. Then a vacancy at St. John’s, and another vacancy at St. John’s.

There’s no way I could have predicted all of this. And to be honest, I wouldn’t have chosen all
of this. But, now, as I look back on all of this, I can see the Lord’s hand in it all, and all of his
blessings as well.

And because of all of that, I can look forward to the future with confidence. I don’t know what
the future holds, but I do know who holds the future in the palm of his hand.

Those two times when I felt my jaw drop to the ground taught me something. They taught me
that God can — and frequently does — turn our greatest fears into his greatest blessings. And

because of that I can never forget that, come what may, the best is yet to come.

I pray that you remember that too.

Announcements

June 9 — Retirement Celebration for Pastor Rieke
June 23 — Pastor Rieke’s Last Sunday at First 2024 F, nances
June 30 — Pastor Lindholm will be preaching.
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Pastor Mark,

Mortgage Balance $279,254




